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The Departments of the Army and Air Force have issued Army and Air Force 


a joint statement, dated January 15, dealing with three Modify ROTC Policies 


important policy matters affecting the ROTC program. 


Of special interest is the elimination of the apportionment ratio system 
in the enrollment of basic course students at institutions having both Army and 
Air Force ROTC units. Safeguards are established to avoid undue competition 
for students between representatives of the two services. 


The new system has advantages which have been put forward by a number of 
institutions. It obviously, however, transfers to the institution the responsi- 
bility of maintaining some reasonable balance in size between its ROTC units. 

If either unit becomes so small as to make its continued operation unprofitable 
to the Service involved, the question of disestablishment may arise, as indicated 
in paragraph 2 of the statement. 


The complete text follows: 
STATEMENT OF JOINT ROTC POLICIES 


The Departments of the Army and the Air Force agree to the following basic 
principles and policies. This statement amends paragraph 2b of the Statement of 
Joint ROTC Policies, dated 21 June 1949, and supersedes all Army - Air Force 
Joint ROTC Policies subsequent thereto. 


Enrollment of Basic Course ROTC Students 
At Institutions Having Units of Both Departments 


1. The Departments agree to eliminate institutional apportionment ratios 
governing the enrollment of ROTC students in the first year basic course of the 
Army and Air Force ROTC programs. 


2. Institutions may enroll basic course ROTC students in either Service 
within Federal budgetary limitations. In so doing, every effort should be made 
to maintain ROTC units of both Services at peak strength and effectiveness. The 
Services may prescribe standards for continuance or disestablishment of units. 


3. Neither Service shall use for admittance to its basic course any pre- 
enrollment selection criteria. The counseling of prospective students by ROTC 
personnel will be confined to presenting factual data on the Service which they 
represent; no inter-Service comparisons will be expressed. 


4, Neither Service will reject individuals for admittance to the basic 
course of the ROTC who meet physical, age, character and statutory requirements. 


5. It is imperative that all concerned realize that the best interests of 
national security demand that the requirements of both Departments as to quality 
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Committee Approves At its last meeting, the Committee on Institutional Research 
Continuing Research Policy considered a recent letter to Dr. Donald A. Quarles, 


Interesting Items in The following items in the Budget Message of the President 
President's Budget are of special interest to education: 


and quantity of ROTC students be fulfilled. 


Inter-Departmental Transfers 


the following conditions: 


a. Students may transfer between the Army ROTC and the Air Force ROTC 
at any time prior to admission to the advanced course with the approval of the 
PMST and the PAST concerned. 


6. Inter-Departmental transfers of ROTC students will be permitted under 
3 
b. Students who are enrolled in the advanced course will be permitted 
to enter the advanced course of the other Department subject to the approval of 
the PMST, PAST, army commander and the Commandant, AFROTC, if fully qualified in 
accordance with the standards and requirements of the Department to which they 
desire to transfer. 


Deferment from Induction of ROTC Students 


7. No commitments or deferments of MS-I or AS-I ROTC students will be 
authorized under the provisions of section 6(d)(1), Universal Military Training 
and Service Act (62 Stat. 611; 50 USC Supp IV, ap. 456 (D)),as amended, until 
the successful completion of one full semester or quarter of academic work. 
Deferments are to be granted only to those students who may be expected to | 
qualify for appointment as reserve officers. Medical, dental, pharmacy and 
veterinary ROTC students may be deferred under other provisions of the Universal 
Military Training and Service Act, as amended; consequently, ROTC deferments 
will not be authorized for such students even though they are enrolled in the 
ROTC program. 


/s/ /s/ 
Hugh M. Milton II H. Lee White 
Assistant Secretary of the Army Assistant Secretary of the Air Force 


Assistant Secretary of Defense (Research), from the Aircraft 
Industries Association. This letter urged that applied research in aeronautics 
being carried on at university institutes be transferred to the aircraft industry. 


The Committee on Institutional Research Policy felt that the portion of 
the letter which called for the end of applied research under university auspices | 
was too broad, since it is very difficult to differentiate between basic and 
applied research, particularly in engineering and physics. It was noted that 
many of the university aeronautical institutes had originally been set up in re- 
sponse to government request; that they engage in across-the-board projects, 
involving basic research as well as applied research and development, which Air- 
craft Industries Association members could not do; and that, in any event, 
university institutes compete for government research contracts to only a 
limited extent. 


The Committee voted, therefore, that it could not agree to the view ex- 
pressed in the Association letter unless and until it was shown that industrial 
laboratories could do the kinds of research involved as economically and 
efficiently as the universities. 
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® NATIONAL AFFAIRS 


The appropriation for the Office of Education is increased 7 per cent for 
fiscal 1955 (beginning July 1, 1954) over fiscal 1954. This is an increase of 
$2,900,000 to be spent for consultative services with respect to the education 
of children of migratory workers, more comprehensive statistical services, and 
an improved publications program. 


No change was proposed in the grants-in-aid for Land-Grant colleges and 
universities. 


The appropriation for vocational education was reduced approximately 
$1,000,000. 


An item of $300,000 was included for the National Advisory Committee to the 
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare (See Bulletin Vol. III, No. 3). 


The House Committee on Education and Labor reduced the proposed appropria- 
tion for state conferences on education from $1,500,000 requested by the Adminis- 
tration to $750,000. The bill, with this reduction, has been favorably reported 
out of Committee. 


The Veterans Administration budget request for education and training is 
$458,500,000 for fiscal 1955. This is based on an estimate of 400,000 veterans 
under Public Law 550, of which, it is estimated, 168,000 will be enrolled in 
institutions of higher education. No change is proposed in the present $1.00 per 
month per Public Law 550 veteran paid to the institution to reimburse the institu- 
tion for administrative costs. The VA estimate of Public Law 346 veterans in 
institutions of higher education for the fiscal year 1955 is only 32,000 as com- 
pared with 136,546 in December 1953. 


A total of $15,000,000 is recommended for fiscal 1955 for the exchange of 
persons program under the Smith-Mundt Act--a slight increase over fiscal 1954. 


The budget of the National Science Foundation includes $14,000,000 (of the 
total government research budget of $2,000,000,000 ) to be used primarily for 
institutional grants for basic research. 


John C. Hazeltine and Jay du Von of the Housing and Home More Funds for 
Finance Agency met with the Council's Committee on Relation- College Housing 


ships of Higher Education to the Federal Government at its 

February 15 meeting. Mr. Hazeltine stated that The President had requested in 

his budget message that $25,000,000 additional funds be released; making a total 
of $175,000,000 available for the College Housing Loan Program to June 30, 1955. 
He indicated his deep interest in this program and his desire to interest private 
banking groups in underwriting a part of the loans. The Housing and Home Finance 
Agency is now accepting applications for additional housing from institutions that 
have already received a loan. 


A number of questions have been received regarding the Graduate Student 
reference to deferment of graduate students in Bulletin III, Deferment Explained 


No. 2. On page 4, the statement was made that: “If, however, 
such employment prolongs the period of time usually required for a degree in the 


institution, the student is on part-time and, by law, is not then eligible for 2S 
deferment." 


The detailed definition to which this statement referred was issued by 
Selective Service on August 17, 1951, Operations Bulletin No. 26. This policy 
is the one that was referred to as unchanged. The pertinent passage follows: 
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"A full-time course of instruction in a graduate 
school shall be interpreted to include any of the 
activities normally regarded as an integral part of 
graduate programs of training, including in addition 
to course work, teaching and research assistance, 
preparation for foreign language and other required 
examinations, and supervised work on graduate theses. 
Because of variations among graduate schools with 
respect to the formal requirements for graduate 
degrees, certification of full-time graduate student 
status shall be the responsibility of the graduate 
dean or other appropriate certifying officer in 
each school. In general, such certification shall 
be based on the fact that the student is devoting 
himself primarily to graduate study and is progress- 
ing through his program at the normal rate, which 
will permit completion of requirements for the 
master's degree in not more than two calendar years 
and for the doctoral degree in not more than four 
calendar years of graduate study beyond the bachelor's 


degree." 
Technical Assistance The following openings are available in the technical 
Openings Available assistance program of Unesco: Egypt: ecology, soil 


mechanics, and industrial chemistry; Liberia: secondary 
teacher training; Mexico: hydrology; Pakistan: physics. Appointments are 
usually for one year. Persons interested in such positions may write to Arthur 
Gagliotti, Executive Officer of Unesco, New York Office, 42nd Street and lst 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


No Increase Voted The House Post Office and Civil Service Committee voted on 
in Book Postal Rate February 5 to report out H.R. 6052, the Administration 
supported postal rate increase bill. Before this action 
was taken, however, the Committee voted to strike from the bill Section 5 which 
would have increased the rate on books by 25h. 
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